
· ����������	
����� �
· ����	��

	��	 �
· ����������
�� � �����
�	����
����
�	����������
��

����������	�

� 
��� �
 ���� �������
� ����� �� ����� �
� ������������� �
� ���� �
 �������� �

��������������	�


 �������� 	���
� ����� �� ������ �
� �� �� ��� �
 �������� 	���
� ���� �� ��
�� �
� �� �� ��� �
 �������� 	���
� ���� �� ��� �
� ��
��� �� �������� 	��
� �
� �� ����� �
� �������� 	�����
� ���� �� �����
�� �
� �������� �� ������ 	���

� �� �� 
������� �

� �������
 �� ������� �

� ���� �� ��
�� �

� ���� �� �����
�� �

� ����� �� ���� �

� ����� �
 ��� �

� ����� �� ������� �
� ���� �� ��� �

� ���� �� ������ �

� �
� �� ����� �

ACN  004 304 581 

Time passes so quickly that many club members may 
not realize that the AGM has come and gone and the 
club now has a new president and several new 
committee members.  I’d like to welcome aboard Kelly 
Gavin, Webley Hirt and Elizabeth Derricks who have 
joined the committee as Richard Lloyd, Ian Reid, 

Russell Snelton and Stuart Campbell have stepped down.  I’m pleased 
that Ian and Stuart have accepted position on the finance sub-
committee as their experience and knowledge will be very valuable.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all of the 
outgoing committee for their efforts and especially to Richard Lloyd for 
his leadership.  If there are new members of the committee you haven’t 
met, please make sure you introduce yourself. 

Speaking of socializing, the Annual Wings Dinner is approaching fast.  
This year the event will be held at the Morwell Bowling Club on the 5th 
of November.  Family and friends are most welcome as the more 
people we can attract, the more successful the night will be.  Please 
see Mandy to reserve your seats. 

The Saturday skills activities continue to be very popular with a steady 
increase in the number of participants.  The activities vary from games 
to simulated flight control failures, instrument failures and engine 
failures.  All the activities are designed to move us outside our comfort 
zone with the aim of making us better pilots.  We always have an 
instructor onboard as a safety pilot so many people who are not current 
or have never flown a 172 before have been able to join in.  We will be 
providing similar opportunities for people to fly the Tecnam in the 
coming weeks. 

With the weather warming up the club will soon be buzzing as many 
people take advantage of the longer daylight hours and favourable 
conditions for flying.  To this end we are introducing a number of one 
day and weekend safaris.  Please feel free to add destinations and 
events to the whiteboard and we will work these into our calendar. 

I look forward to seeing you at the club. 

Steven Murcott 
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out, also having a transponder fitted to the 170. 
After all of the engine work we did a couple of ‘test” 
flights, I went for a trip out around Fraser Island, 
while Pete and Linden took off up to Agnes 
Waters/1770. 

On Saturday August 6th, Pete, Linden, Penny and I 
set out for our next stop-over in Longreach, Sonny 
and Deb had left a few days before to head back to 
Victoria. On the way to our first stop , Emerald, we 
were forced to divert to Blackwater to avoid low 
cloud and fog around the Dawson and Expedition 
Ranges. From Blackwater we continued on to 
Emerald for a well-deserved rest and re-fuel.  From 
Emerald we tracked West to Longreach. 

Our accommodation in Longreach was at the 
Abajaz motel, where the manager Rodd went out of 
his way to pick us up from the airport and then even 
offered to take us on a “refreshment” run once we 
were settled in. The rooms at Abajaz were quite 
comfortable and they even provided FREE internet. 
After two days in Longreach which was spent 
looking around the QANTAS museum and the 
Stockman’s Hall of Fame, Penny caught a 
commercial flight back to Melbourne and work ( also 
COLD weather ), while Pete, Linden and I set out 
for our next destination Mount Isa. This leg took us 
out over Winton and into Cloncurry for our next fuel 
stop. Departing Cloncurry we suffered through 
turbulence and on into Mount Isa where we had 
planned to spend another two days. 

We were lucky to get accommodation in Mount Isa, 
the town was gearing up for the annual rodeo, so 
most of the motels were already pre-booked. 
However we managed to snag two rooms at the 
Central motel, which was a short walk to the 
shopping precinct, and the local sports club where 
we adjourned for liquid refreshments and meals. 

Our next planned overnight stop was at Tennant 
Creek. From Mount Isa we headed of for Barkley 
Roadhouse for a break and lunch. The trip between 
Mount Isa and Barkley roadhouse was through 

In June 2010 after returning from an 18 day trip to 
WA, Pete Sealie approached me ( Kev Young) 
about a 2011 Fly-Away. He proposed a trip up north 
to coincide with a 1000 hour over-haul on his Jabiru 
sp motor. 

Pete and I roughed out a route and over the next 
several months we fine-tuned our course. 

Pete and his partner Linden (Jabiru 19-4214) 
departed LTV on July 29th, due to work 
commitments I left a day later but arranged to meet 
Pete and Linden in Bundaberg on Sunday July 31st. 

On the Saturday morning, myself (Jabiru 170 24-
5336), with Penny Morrison-McGill along with 
Sonny Webb (Jabiru 230 24-5560) and his wife 
Deb, left LTV headed for our first stop at Corowa. 
After a pilot rest break, we next set off for our 
overnight stop at Narromine. This was also Penny’s 
first trip since obtaining her cross country 
endorsement a fortnight earlier. 

The leg to Corowa saw us with a 25 – 30kt 
headwind, making a slow going. Things got a bit 
better on the next leg with only an 18kt headwind. 

On Sunday, we tracked to Moree for a fuel and rest 
stop. From Moree, Sonny and Deb headed off to 
Chinchilla then Bundaberg. Penny and I headed off 
to Gympie, where I had arranged to collect the 
RAA’s Come And Get It Trophy. The track from 
Dalby to Gympie was shrouded with smoke from a 
bushfire near Kingaroy. 

After obtaining the Trophy, we set off on our final 
leg for Bundaberg. Due to the extra time we spent 
on the ground at Gympie, Penny and I were racing 
last light into Bundaberg. We landed on 14 
Bundaberg with about 10 minutes to spare, tied 
down the 170, and called a taxi to take us to our 
accommodation for the week, Bundy’s Cane Village 
Caravan park which is located just off of the airport 
access road. 

Over the next week, Pete had his engine 
overhauled, I also had a bit of engine work carried 

2011 FLY AWAY BY KEVIN YOUNG 

Katherine Gorge from above  Lake Argyle  
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2011 FLY AWAY - KEVIN YOUNG 
smoke from several fires in the area, at one point 
we climbed to 8500ft and still failed to get above the 
smoke. Arriving at Barkley Roadhouse we were 
surprised to see several Brahman cattle resting in 
the shade just off of the threshold of the runway, we 
didn’t notice them until on late late final. Looking 
around the Roadhouse we decided that this would 
have made a good overnighter if there had been 
any vacancies in the accommodation. 

Setting out for Tennant Creek, we managed to have 
smoke free skies for the first time that day. Tennant 
Creek was “an interesting experience”. I have heard 
many unflattering stories about the town, 
unfortunately many were very close to the mark. 

From Tennant Creek we had planned to call in at 
Daly Waters, which apparently was the first 
international airfield in the Northern Territory. Again 
we were flying into a smoke filled sky which made 
navigating a bit more difficult. Arriving overhead 
Daly Waters, Pete went first, wisely deciding to 
perform a precautionary approach. On the second 
pass he expressed concerns about the quality of 
the runway surface. We decided to push on to 
Mataranka and re-assess the options for a stop. 

Once we arrived at Mataranka it was decided to 
carry on into our next stop over, Katherine/Tindal. 
Calling up the Tindal tower at 36nm we were 
pleased to find the airspace was not active. I 
foolishly landed short on the runway and then had 
to taxi to the end to the GA parking area, a taxi of 
over 2 kilometres! 

We spent the next two days looking around 
Katherine and cruising the Katherine Gorge before 
heading out for our next destination, Kakadu and 
the Jabiru airfield. Departing Tindal, we flew out 
along the Katherine Gorge and into Kakadu 
National Park. Overflying Cooinda we landed at 
Jabiru and talked the local tour operators into a lift 
into town and our accommodation. Our 
accommodation was in a couple of neat little “eco” 
villa’s at one of the local caravan parks. The next 
couple of days were spent looking around Kakadu – 
lots of impressive rock formations and aboriginal 
rock art, and taking the Yellow Waters tour. 

While in Kakadu we learnt several important 

lessons for travellers.  Kakadu is a total alcohol dry 
zone, NO take-away packaged alcohol sold 
ANYWHERE in the area. Second, there IS a hire 
car service out of jabiru. Third, the local sports club 
doesn’t do meals on a Sunday. 

From Jabiru we set off for a week in Darwin, we 
planned to land and tie-down at the Emkaytee 
airstrip south of Darwin.  Unfortunately for me, I had 
entered the co-ordinates for Emkaytee into my GPS 
from the AOPA publication; I found out the hard way 
that the co-ordinates were 2 degrees out! After 
radio consultation with Pete I located the Emkaytee 
strip and tied down for the week. 

Emkaytee is a fair distance out of Darwin, so IF you 
visit expect a fairly substantial taxi fare. Because of 
this we decided that next time we would be better 
served by staying at jabiru and taking a hire car into 
Darwin for the week. 

While in Darwin we went out to the wharf, and had 
luch at one of the cafes there, and saw the “Young 
Endeavour” preparing to sail. We also spent an 
afternoon at the Mindle beach craft market, and a 
morning going over the war museum on the 
outskirts of Darwin. 

After a relaxing week in the sun and fine weather of 
Darwin, we were back in the air heading off to 
Western Australia and Kununurra. At Kununurra we 
took the Argyle Lake and Ord River cruise, certainly 
well worth the time and cost. On our way out of 
Kununurra, we overflew the Ord River up to Argyle 
Lake before heading back out for Katherine/Tindal. 

Our course back into Katherine/Tindal took us along 
the Victoria Highway corridor, IF Tindal had been 
active we would have been required to enter at 
1500ft, luckily for us the airspace was inactive, so 
we could cruise along at 5000ft and keep out of the 
turbulence until the last few miles. 

The next day we set out for our second visit to 
Tennant Creek, after a night here we kept heading 
south for Alice Springs. Due to the fact we could not 
get into Alice airport we landed at Bond Springs, 
here we were met by Ken Watts, who helped us re-
fuel and gave us a lift into Alice Springs. Again we 
spent two days looking around Alice, we found a 

Kakadu  
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2011 FLY AWAY - KEVIN YOUNG 
service 5 cabins!  

From Marree we set out for the Flinders Ranges 
and Rawnsley Park for two nights. 

Our accommodation at Rawnsley Park was in one 
of the 5 star “Eco” units with a view out over the 
edge of Wilpena Pound and the Rawnsley Bluff. 
There was absolutely no comparison between these 
and Marree. During the day here we undertook a 5 
hour return hike up to Rawnsley Bluff and also to 
the Pound lookout. At night we dined at the 
surprisingly wonderful “Woolshed” restaurant. 

Setting out from Rawnsley Park we headed off to 
Broken Hill and then south to Mildura for the night. 
Leaving Mildura we set out for our last night out at 
Milawa and a B&B owned by some friends down the 
road from the Brown Brothers air strip. 

Father’s day morning found us departing Brown 
Brothers and heading home. The weather was 
misty and scattered rain showers (for the first time 
in 4 ½ weeks), plus a 30kt tail wind. Coming in over 
the Yarra Valley and turning for home my ground 
speed rose to 140kts. Touching down at LTV just 
before lunch our 5 week safari came to an end. 
Now all that is left, apart from memories and 
photos, is to start planning next year’s trip! 

Trip stats: 

Flying time: 71.1 hours 
Distance: 5830nm 
Fuel:  1173.1lts 
Ltrs/hour:  16.5 
Average Speed: 82kts 

 

Note:  Thank you to Kevin for supplying this article 
and photo’s.  Mandy 

caravan park “close” to town – still a 1.5km walk into 
the centre of town – from here we visited, ANZAC 
hill for views around Alice, the old telegraph station, 
and the Connellan air museum, which is actually on 
the site of the original Alice Springs airfield. 

We had arranged with Ken for a lift back out to 
Bond Springs on Saturday morning. Arriving at 
Bond Springs I was shocked to see I had been the 
victim of a willy willy or Dust Devil. We found that all 
of my 12mm tie-down ropes had been snapped, and 
that the Jab had been pushed back 4ft. I still find it 
hard to visualise the forces my plane had been 
subjected to and it had still remained upright. 

Our next stop was a tiny oasis called Curtin Springs. 
On the way to Curtin Springs we flew along the 
southern side of the MacDonnell Ranges then 
followed the Finke River south to Hermannsburg 
and Kings Creek Station. Following the advice I was 
given I over flew the Curtin Springs Complex at 
500ft so that we could be picked up from the 
airstrip. Once we were down the owner’s mother-in-
law turned up in the stations F250 to take us back to 
our accommodation. The accommodation units here 
and in Alice Springs are the athletes’ 
accommodation blocks from the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games. 

Staying here was a very pleasant experience we 
had not expected.  We also met the resident Emu, 
Mongrel, who took delight in trying to outsmart the 
visitors and nick any unguarded meals from the 
table. We took the opportunity the next day to take a 
scenic flight around Ayres Rock and the Olgas, with 
a stop at Ayres Rock Airport for fuel. 

From Curtin Springs we headed back into South 
Australia and Cadney Homestead for a night, then 
on to William Creek and a pass over Lake Eyre 
before a night at Marree. The accommodation at 
Marree while comfortable was disappointing. We 
stayed in new ATCO style buildings, 2 units to a 
block, however someone had decided that there 
would only be 1 household size hot water unit to 

Rawnsley Bluff  Curtin Springs  
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL �
Well, the end of the financial year has come 
and gone and Membership renewal for 
2011/2012 period is now due.  Thank you to 
those members whom have already renewed 
their membership.  We currently stand at 147 
financial members, this includes 20 new 
members.  
Membership payments are accepted via 
Eftpos, cheque, cash or direct deposit into 
the LVAC account.  Account details are:   

BSB: 063 522  
Account No: 00360218 
Account Name: LVAC 

If making payment via Direct Deposit please 
ensure you leave your name as reference. 
Renewal  forms are available via our website.  
Please contact LVAC office if any personal 
details need updating. 

2011 WINGS DINNER  
SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 2011 

MORWELL BOWLING CLUB 

PRE DINNER DRINKS @ 6.30 PM 

DRINKS AT BAR PRICES 

MEALS TO BE PURCHASED FROM THE 
BISTRO 

$10 BOOKING FEE 

PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE 
AND PAY YOUR BOOKING FEE TO MANDY 

AT THE OFFICE by 24th October 2011 

����

FLYING COMPETITIONS 
Currently being held on Saturday’s at the club.  

 

TEN PIN BOWLING 
Any interested members please let Mandy at 
the office know so we can organise a day and 

time!  (03) 5174 2591 

UPCOMING EVENTS�

DUTY PILOTS 
Seeking Volunteer Duty Pilots 

Are you interested in aero-planes? 
Do you like talking about flying? 

Would you like to have 30 min’s flying on the 
Club? 

Are you available 2 days per month between 
the hours of 8.30 am and 5 pm? 

If you answered yes to all these, you may be 
the person we need. 

No experience necessary, all training 
provided.   

If you have just started to learn to fly, being a 
Duty Pilot will be fantastic way to get to know 
the other members and about how the  club 

operates.   
For more info contact Mandy on  

(03) 51742591 or email 
lvac@latrobevalleyaeroclub.com.au 

VALE  - TOM LAWLESS  
Tom Lawless, a Foundation Member and 
Honorary Life member of Latrobe Valley Aero 
Club, passed away in early September at age 87. 
Tom was the epitome of a staunch and loyal 
supporter of the aero club and the aerodrome. He 
was still actively participating working bees at the 
Club when he was 85. 

Tom, a member of the pioneering Lawless family 
from the Yinnar and Hazelwood Flats area, 
served in the RAAF in the Pacific Islands during 
World War 2 in an Aircraft Recovery Unit.  

While Tom was not a pilot, farm and family 
intervening, his contribution to the Club 
throughout his life was as great, or greater, than 
many of those who did. During the formative 
years of the Club and the Latrobe Valley 
aerodrome there were many working bees and 
Tom was always to the forefront. Being both a 
farmer and a builder he always had a practical 
solution for problems. 

Tom was a Councillor of the Shire of Morwell and 
served on the Latrobe Valley Airfield Advisory 
Committee, a fore runner of the Airport Board, as 
a representative of the Shire. He was involved in 
many community organisations including the 
Morwell Sub Branch of the RSL. 

He will be sorely missed. 



Congratulations to:  
Reuben Mowbray 

GFPT - 23rd Sept 2011 
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PHYSICIANS    TOWN  PHONE 

Dr D Monash    Sale  03 5143 0077 

Dr C O’Kane    Sale  03 5144 4788 

Dr S Graham    at LVAC - 03 6334 8631 
    once a Month 

OPHTHALMOLOGISTS : 
John Warren  
14 Kay Street Traralgon       
03 5174 6788 
 
Dr R Lazell  
157 Kay Street Traralgon     
03 5174 3294 

Postal Address: 
PO Box 3083 

Gipplsand Mail Centre    
Morwell  VIC  3841 
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 Gerard Lappin 

Alan Campbell 

CFI/CP Gerard 

John Warren 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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INSTRUCTORS 

REGULAR MEETINGS AT LVAC: 
LV Model Aircraft Club  
1st Wednesday of each month 

LVAC Committee  
3rd Wednesday of each month 

LV Sport Aircraft   
3rd Friday of each month 

Airport Community Committee Meeting: 
Terminal Building – 1st Tuesday of each month 

LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT BOARD 
PO Box 3310 
Gippsland Mail Centre  
Morwell    Vic   3841 

Report any safety matter immediately to: 
Latrobe Regional Airport  PH: (03) 5174 4702 

Mathew Symonds 

We would like to welcome our 
new members: 

NEW MEMBERS 

Roy Urand 

Noel  Seletto 

Russell Bell 

Mark McGuffie 

Peter Clinch 

  

Congratulations to LVAC Member 
Rueben Mowbray whom proposed to his 
Girlfriend after he had passed his GFPT.  
The photo was taken at the airfield by a 
friend of theirs as Rueben proposed.  

CONGRATULATIONS �


